
 i 
AUGUST 3, 2021 
WILMETTE, IL 
SPECIAL MEETING 
 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, August 3, 2021, at the Mikaelian 
Education Center, 615 Locust Road, Wilmette, Illinois.  The meeting was called to order at 8:02 a.m. 
with President Amy Poehling presiding. 
 
Members Present: Amy Poehling, Jon Cesaretti, Bonnie Kim, Frank Panzica, Erin Stone 
 
Members Absent: Anne Hart, Lisa Schneider-Fabes 
 
Administrators Present: Kari Cremascoli, Corey Bultemeier, Tony DeMonte, Heather Glowacki, 

Katie Lee, Kristin Swanson 
 
  
2021-2023 WILMETTE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (WEA) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT AND STIPEND AGREEMENT 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A community member had technical issues and was unable to join the meeting remotely. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica, to approve the 2021-2023 Contractual Agreement 
between the District 39 Board of Education and the Wilmette Education Association (WEA). 
 
Dr. Cremascoli noted contract negotiations with the WEA began last spring. The tentative agreement 
was reached on July 26, 2021. The WEA voted to ratify the contract August 2nd and the agreement has 
been recommended for approval by the Board of Education. This contractual agreement offers the 
WEA contractual raises aligning with Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation metric. In addition, 
returning teachers who worked last school year will receive a $1,000 stipend in recognition for the 
extraordinary challenges and their exceptional service during the last school year throughout the 
pandemic. Dr. Cremascoli stated this is a fair and responsible contract, both for the Board of Education 
and for the WEA, as it values and honors teachers and educational professionals for their dedicated 
work and significant contributions to students and community, while maintaining the Board of 
Education’s long-standing commitment to fiscal responsibility and long-term planning. She was very 
grateful to the WEA and the Board for their partnership and collaboration to accomplish these goals 
together. 
 
President Poehling noted the Board values the partnership with the districts dedicated and talented 
teachers. They look forward to starting this fresh new year and are very happy to have reached this 
agreement. President Poehling stated while two Board members could not attend the meeting, the 
WEA has the entire Board’s supports for this two-year contractual agreement.  
   
Mr. Panzica stated he supported this agreement because it recognizes the community’s finite resources 
and to spend wisely, while also deeply valuing the teaching community. This agreement meets that 
balance. 
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Mr. Cesaretti agreed, the final agreement resulted in a good contract that values teachers, 
administration, and staff and met the intended goal, which was gratifying. 
 
Dr. Cremascoli thanked both negotiating teams as this contract could not have been accomplished 
without everyone’s support. 
 
On a roll call vote on the motion, voting “yea” Jon Cesaretti, Bonnie Kim, Frank Panzica, Erin Stone, 
Amy Poehling; voting “nay” – none; absent – Anne Hart, Lisa Schneider-Fabes: Motion Carried.   
 
Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica to approve the $1,000 stipend for employees who worked 
during the 2020-2021 school year and are returning to work for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Dr. Cremascoli stated the 2020-2021 school year was incredibly challenging for everyone. She stated 
the administration is extremely appreciative of the staff for their work. In recognition of the 
extraordinary effort of the staff during the past year, it was recommended that each staff member 
returning to work for the 2021-2022 school year receive a one-time stipend of $1,000.   
 
President Poehling stated the Board also extends their appreciation and wishes to commend the staff 
for their incredible work this past year for the D39 students and community.  
 
Mr. Panzica noted it takes everyone in the District to keep schools open, running, and productive and 
the Board wanted to recognize everyone who made the past year as successful as it could be during a 
pandemic. 
 
On a roll call vote on the motion, voting “yea” Jon Cesaretti, Bonnie Kim, Frank Panzica, Erin Stone, 
Amy Poheling; voting “nay” – none; absent – Anne Hart, Lisa Schneider-Fabes: Motion Carried.   
 
Being no further business, Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica, to adjourn the special meeting 
of the Board of Education at 8:14 a.m. by General Consent. 
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